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Tawney Bay Farmland and Coast is an area characterized by low fertile agricultural river 

valleys that meander through an undulating landscape of peat and heather covered hills 

before meeting the Atlantic Ocean via Tawney Bay and Teelin Bay. The land is lower 

than the surrounding LCAs and the area is sheltered to an extent by the higher 

surrounding mountains and uplands. 

Agriculture is the primary land use in this area; the sheltered fertile river valleys have a 

mainly linear field pattern bound by hedgerow interspersed by trees, whilst the coastal 

agricultural land, exposed to the winds and spray coming from the Atlantic Ocean has a 

more open field pattern consisting of stone wall bound fields and open natural grassland. 

Carrick and Kilcar are vibrant villages that also offer a range of functions to the large 

dispersed rural population that live within this and adjoining areas.  They sit within a 

geographically remote and rural area of considerable antiquity, particularly evident in the 

historic field patterns remaining in the landscape. Historical and archaeological features 

are dominant in localised areas particularly along the river valleys and the coast. 

The Wild Atlantic Way follows the road network through the rugged seascape and 

landscape in this Gaeltacht area of significant cultural and historic offer.  The wealth of 

these assets contributes to the strong and vibrant tourism sector within this area.   
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Landscape Character types 

 

Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Undulating landscape of peat and heather covered hills and good quality agricultural 

river valleys sheltered by the surrounding higher mountainous areas with an 

underlying geology of quartzite and small pockets of area of schist, limestone and 

shale.  

Map/list Seascape units 

Seascape Unit 17 covers the entire coast of this LCA with a degree of overlap with adjoining 

Seascape Units 16 and 18.    

 

Key characteristics uses: Undulating upland bog and heath seperated by lower-lying fertile 

river valleys of primarily agricultural use but also strong tourism, fishing and marine uses; 

napoleaonic signal tower at Carrigan Head,  a pier at each side of Teelin Bay. 

 

Coastal edge: Rocky outcrops and low cliffs to the west with soft edges of silt, sand, stone and 

salt marsh in the bays. 

 

Visibility: Excellent uninterupted visibility along stretches of the coastal roads over the bays 

and to the sea. 

 

Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Sliabh Liag, Teelin harbour, strong fishing culture, coastguard station at Teelin, signal tower 

and archaeological complex. 
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• Distinct low coastal edge with exposed rocky outcrops, sea stacks, a few sandy 

beaches, open natural grassland, and layers of sandstone and shale paving. The 

coastal agricultural areas are exposed with little to no trees or hedgerow and the 

characteristic fields are bound by traditional dry stone walls in a linear and organised 

fashion. 

• The coastal area has a dispersed scatter of individual rural dwellings; inland there is 

a more pronounced pattern of one-off rural dwellings and a degree of linear 

development along the road network. 

Settlements 

 

• Carrick: Carrick is a small rural Gaeltacht village with local service functions at a 

crossing on the Glen River, it was formerly a traditional crossroads settlement and 

has a distinctive traditional village core  

• Kilcar: Kilcar is a small Gaeltacht village located within the wider Kilcar parish, the 

village centre is defined by an historic church and two protected textile factories. The 

village is nestled in a valley of the Glenaddragh River, giving an aspect of hidden 

depth and uniqueness.  

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Historic maritime culture stemming from at least the 14th century with a strong 

fishing industry operating from the sheltered Teelin harbour.  

• Archaeological complex on Dundawoona Point. 

• There are a number of Recorded Monuments within this LCA, located in proximity to 

the rivers and coast. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 7 RPS structures and 37 

NIAH. 

• Historic Landscape Characterisation identifies that this area has a predominance of 

ladder Farms (‘Historic fields of distinct character’ Generic HLC-type), indicating 

centralised conversion of former common fields to enclosed farms. This area also 

shared outfield grazing, mapped as ‘Open Lowland Commonage’. 

Access and Recreation  

• R263 forms part of an important coastal road network in West Donegal and it 

dissects this area connecting the villages of Kilcar and Carrick.  Branching form this is 

a network of county roads that permeate this agricultural landscape.  

• Wild Atlantic Way runs along this coastline following the route of the R263 and 

county road network connecting to the iconic Sliabh Liag sea cliffs. 

• Strong Tourism and leisure industry focused on the landscape, seascape and their 

use. 

• Recreational uses including angling, scuba diving and boat trips from Teelin to Sliabh 

Liag. 
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Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 134ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & SPA) 

and 400.1ha of pNHA sites as well as the important biodiversity links of the riverine 

corridors. 

• Patchwork of small agricultural hedgerow bound fields within the more sheltered 

riverine valleys. Areas of historic deciduous woodland adjacent to Teelin Bay 

• Isolated strips of forestry plantations are on higher lands along the north-west 

boundary of the landscape character area. 

Forces for change 

• One-off rural dwellings and particularly along the rural road network. 

• Holiday home development. 

• Potential for further development of sailing and water based tourism activities. 

• Renewable energy development. 

• Afforestation on higher ground.  

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

• Coastal erosion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


